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THE 
ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE LOCAL 
CONGREGATION 







Acts 6:1 – 3 (ESV)

1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number,

a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because

their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And

the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It

is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to

serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven

men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will

appoint to this duty.



Acts 8:1 (ESV) (1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there

arose on that day a great persecution against the church in

Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions

of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.)

Acts 8:4 (ESV) (4 Now those who were scattered went about

preaching the word.)



THE 
ESTABLISHMENT 
OF LOCAL 
ELDERSHIPS



Acts 11:29 – 30 (ESV)

29 So the disciples determined, every one according to 

his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 

30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand 

of Barnabas and Saul.







Philippians 1:1 (ESV)

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all 

the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with 

the overseers and deacons



Acts 20:17 (ESV)

17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and 

called the elders of the church to come to him.





1 Peter 5:1 – 4 (ESV)

1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a

witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the

glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God

that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion,

but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain,

but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but

being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd

appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.







Ephesians 4:11 – 13 (ESV)

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the

evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip

the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the

body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the

faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness

of Christ,



How are elders to equip 
the saints?

• They protect the flock from wolves. 

(Acts 20:28)

• They protect the flock against a spirt 

of division. (Titus 1:10 – 11)

• They provide for nourishment for the 

congregation. (Jeremiah 3:15)

• They lead the congregation by 

example. (1 Peter 5:3)



What should our 
response be?

• Read God’s Word for how it 

defines and instructs 

concerning elders!

• Please pray for God’s 

blessings!

• Prepare yourself to serve 

under the oversight of our 

eldership! (Hebrews 13:17; 1 

Peter 5:5 – 7)



Have you submitted 
to the Lord?
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