
Welcome to a New Study on 
Paul’s Minor Epistles Sanford church of Christ



Schedule of Books in the Study:

• Galatians
• Ephesians
• Philippians
• Colossians
• 1 Thessalonians

• 2 Thessalonians
• 1 Timothy
• 2 Timothy
• Titus
• Philemon





1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and 
Timothy our brother, To Philemon our 
beloved fellow worker 2 and Apphia our 
sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and the church in your house: 3 Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon 1:1 – 3 (ESV)



Background to the 
Letter:

• Paul probably wrote from Rome during his first imprisonment in about 
62 to 63 AD.

• Philemon was a member of the Colossae congregation. (Philemon 
1:1 – 2; Colossians 4:17)





Background to the 
Letter:

• Paul probably wrote from Rome during his first imprisonment in about 
62 to 63 AD.

• Philemon was a member of the Colossae congregation. (Philemon 
1:1 – 2; Colossians 4:17)

• Archippus seems likely to be the son of Philemon and may have 
served as a minister at the Colossae congregation. (Philemon 1:2; 
Colossian 1:7, 4:17)

• “Onesimus” means helpful.



Theme of the Letter:

“Fellow Workers in 
the Kingdom” 
(Philemon 1:17)



Key Words and Phrases:

“Receive” is found 3 times.

“Refresh(ed)” is found 2 times.

“Brother” is found 4 times.

“Love” or “Beloved” is found 5 times.



Outline of 
the Letter

Greetings

Philemon’s Love and Faith

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

Closing Greetings



Breakdown of the Letter:

Greetings

Philemon 1:1 – 3



Breakdown of the Letter:

Greetings

Philemon’s Love and Faith

Philemon 1:4 – 7



Breakdown of the Letter:

Greetings

Philemon’s Love and Faith

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

Philemon 1:8 – 16

Philemon 1:17 – 20

Philemon 1:21 – 22



Breakdown of the Letter:

Greetings

Philemon’s Love and Faith

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

Closing Greetings

Philemon 1:23 – 25



With the end of this lesson, we close out our series of Paul’s minor epistles.
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