Welcome

WE'RE GLAD YOU'RE HERE




When Someone

Is Missing...

You Don’t Just Wait.
You Search.




(ESV)
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1 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there
was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich.

3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd
he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way.
5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.”

6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when
they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man
who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord,
the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if | have defrauded anyone of
anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation
has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
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We Must Care

About Those Who
Wander Away




~ James 5:19-20 asv)

“My brothers, if anyone among you
wanders from the truth and someone
brings him back, let him know that
whoever brings back a sinner from
his wandering will save his soul

from death and will cover a multitude

of sins.” A=
— /I
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‘ _Galatians 6:1 (ESV)

“Brothers, if anyone is caught
in any transgression, you who
are spiritual should restore him
in a spirit of gentleness.” e




We cannot rescue
people if we have
already decided
they are beyond
rescuing.




What About Parents
¢« Who Have Seen a Child
b Leave the Church?




Parents can carry
tremendous questions:

“Where did I “What Sgould I
P have done
PO WLOH: differently?”
“Why won’t they “Will they ever

listen to me?” come back?”
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You can continue to:

© V¥ Lovethem
9 m Pray for them.

6 L1\ Live faithfully before them
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@ r-l Make it clear that returmng —

Speak the truth when
opportunities arise.

Keep the door open for honest -3
spiritual conversatlons 3

to God is always possible.

<>
“With God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 (ESV)




You cannot repent
for your child,

but you can make sure
your child always knows

the way home.




Rescue Requires
Both Truth and Love




Ephesians 4:1

callsustobe ——
*_“speaking the
truth in love.”




Galatians 6:1 says

restoration should occur
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1n a spirit

of gentleness.”




We want them to

return to the Lord
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Luke 15:17

“But when he
came to himself...”




As long as there is life,
there is reason to keep

praylng, loving, and hoping

for repentance
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_Sometimes We Need

to Go Looking
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Jesus said:
e

“The Son of Man came
to seek and to save
the lost.”

—— Luke 19:10
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Hebrews 2:1 warns:

“Therefore we must pay much
closer attention to what we have heard,
lest we drift away from it.”
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If you have wandered
from the Lord,

why not come home today?
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